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History of the D/HH/DB Advisory Council01

• Formed in 2016 by legislative mandate; 

• members appointed by and report annually to the Governor

School-age Subcommittee charged in Feb 2022:

……to fulfill the legislative mandate under Vermont Statutes (33 V.S.A, § 1602) 
to “assess the services, resources, and opportunities available to children in the 
State who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or DeafBlind.”

(See: https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/33/016/01602 )

https://dail.vermont.gov/resources/boards/deaf-hard-hearing-deafblind-council
https://governor.vermont.gov/boards_and_commissions/deaf-hard-hearing-and-deafblind-advisory-council
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flegislature.vermont.gov%2Fstatutes%2Fsection%2F33%2F016%2F01602&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Henry%40med.uvm.edu%7Ca462dfd7993d4bc6509e08d9e592d28e%7Ced03ff7aba9f420480a6b226316c919d%7C0%7C0%7C637793241041433716%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Ud8o2%2Bf4DVluLMhY2FxDXR1VuKRPYXKo%2BWnV77KfcYc%3D&reserved=0


NASDSE Guidelines 201802
National Association of State Directors 
of Special Education (NASDSE) Guidelines (2018) 

About the Guidelines – Deaf Education Guidelines 
(deafedguidelines.org)

VT Coalition for Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

NASDSE Guidelines (2020)
State Activities – Deaf Education Guidelines 
(deafedguidelines.org)

vermontnasdse@gmail.com    

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdeafedguidelines.org%2Fabout-the-guidelines%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csharon.henry%40med.uvm.edu%7Caac214cf955d44ef2f9b08db3143984c%7Ced03ff7aba9f420480a6b226316c919d%7C0%7C0%7C638157940497721455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TyoP4eufcw7rqBDPwM3gZJ0zR%2B%2BNnoIJlvA3j3cB2F0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdeafedguidelines.org%2Fabout-the-guidelines%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csharon.henry%40med.uvm.edu%7Caac214cf955d44ef2f9b08db3143984c%7Ced03ff7aba9f420480a6b226316c919d%7C0%7C0%7C638157940497721455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TyoP4eufcw7rqBDPwM3gZJ0zR%2B%2BNnoIJlvA3j3cB2F0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdeafedguidelines.org%2Fstate-activities%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csharon.henry%40med.uvm.edu%7Caac214cf955d44ef2f9b08db3143984c%7Ced03ff7aba9f420480a6b226316c919d%7C0%7C0%7C638157940497721455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IPH2zRiiNwBa%2FPaS%2BujIsVP61RwLAFuPlKxgjJ%2B68HA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdeafedguidelines.org%2Fstate-activities%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csharon.henry%40med.uvm.edu%7Caac214cf955d44ef2f9b08db3143984c%7Ced03ff7aba9f420480a6b226316c919d%7C0%7C0%7C638157940497721455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IPH2zRiiNwBa%2FPaS%2BujIsVP61RwLAFuPlKxgjJ%2B68HA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:vermontnasdse@gmail.com


Vermont Quality Indicator Checklist and 

Tool for D/HH/DB Services
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VT AOE 
Education 

Quality Standards

NASDSE 
Guidelines 
for Deafblindness 
(2008) 

• 9 Quality Indicators establish the 
       level of service/support

• evidence of compliance w/indicators

• Guide IEP, 504, EST meetings for direct 
service, Tech Assistance and Consultation

• List of resources for providers/teams

VT Quality Indicator Tool

Meeting summaries posted to:

Deaf, Hard of Hearing, DeafBlind Council | Disabilities, Aging and 

Independent Living (vermont.gov).

DHHDB

Checklist 

● used for prep, 
and/or during 
meeting

http://education.vermont.gov/documents/state-board-rules-series-2000
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/state-board-rules-series-2000
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdail.vermont.gov%2Fresources%2Fboards%2Fdeaf-hard-hearing-deafblind-council&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Henry%40med.uvm.edu%7Cbd3df24b20144c12d40208da0c692b53%7Ced03ff7aba9f420480a6b226316c919d%7C0%7C0%7C637835943099776859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HVySY79YpfYIhU8zKkvgkGWV1Ba8MyltqQy%2BpbQju2g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdail.vermont.gov%2Fresources%2Fboards%2Fdeaf-hard-hearing-deafblind-council&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Henry%40med.uvm.edu%7Cbd3df24b20144c12d40208da0c692b53%7Ced03ff7aba9f420480a6b226316c919d%7C0%7C0%7C637835943099776859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HVySY79YpfYIhU8zKkvgkGWV1Ba8MyltqQy%2BpbQju2g%3D&reserved=0


How the DHHDB Checklist is used in IEP, 

504, EST (direct service/TA/ consult)
04

The CHECKLIST provides:

● evidence of how easily the principles of standard practice can be 

applied to any student in this population

● provides a model structure that addresses many of the NASDSE 

components

● demonstrates that the DHHDB Checklist can be utilized by all team 

members 

Updated TOOL and CHECKLIST can be found here

https://dail.vermont.gov/resources/boards/deaf-hard-hearing-deafblind-council/2023-meeting-agenda-minutes


Student Profile: John has a moderate to severe bilateral sensorineural hearing loss 

● Kindergarten age, mainstreamed 

● Utilizes hearing aids, uses hearing assistive technology (Roger DM system)

● Uses combination of ASL and English and has an educational interpreter

Mock IEP Meeting

The Special Ed Team will use/mention:

● VT Quality Indicator Checklist for D/HH/DB Services
● Vermont Communication Plan for Students who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, 

or DeafBlind

https://dail.vermont.gov/resources/boards/deaf-hard-hearing-deafblind-council/2023-meeting-agenda-minutes
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vt-communication-plan-for-students-who-are-deaf-hard-of-hearing-or-deafblind.pdf
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vt-communication-plan-for-students-who-are-deaf-hard-of-hearing-or-deafblind.pdf


Special Ed Team:

● Parent/guardian - Amelia Briggs

● Special educator and LEA - Sherry Sousa

● Licensed TOD - Jen Bostwick

● Licensed Audiologist - Tracy Hinck

● Licensed SLP - Tracy Hinck

● Trained Deaf Mentor (Sign Language Instructor) - Rebecca Lalanne

● Educational Interpreter - Emily Verner

● Gen Ed Teacher - Sharon Henry

Sherry will indicate which Essential Element from the DHHDB Checklist is being applied at different 
points during the meeting.







05 Use of DHHDB Checklist in districts

Phase 1: Beta testing of the DHHDB Checklist

● Introducing the DHHDB Checklist to Teams

● Using the DHHDB Checklist: IEP, 504, or EST Plan

● Documenting the level of support and service for DHHDB

● Preliminary feedback from Providers and Teams

Phase 2: Beta testing the VT Quality Indicator Tool (which is 

based on the NASDSE Guidelines)
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